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Andrew Duff continues to work hard for the East of England and
for the party across the region. As part of the effort to make the
region Europe’s first in terms of science and technology, Andrew is
fighting to get the European Institute of Technology based here. He
adds his weight to the growing opposition to Stansted’s expansion.
He is a major critic of the government’s lack of ambition in
building new railway infrastructure East-West.
Andrew works closely with farming organisations to help the
industry through its present difficulties. He says: “Reform of the
CAP remains a hugely important issue for our region. Our specific
interests must be promoted in next year’s review of the Common
Agricultural Policy and Common Fisheries Policy.

Water mismanagement, coastal
erosion, the rapid switch to bio-fuels,
and inconsistencies in UK government
policy towards animal disease threaten
the future of our countryside and of
those who live and work there.”
Andrew is a core member of the
regional party, working with our MPs
and councillors to advance the Lib
Dem cause. He is vice-president of the
Local Government Association and is
helping ALDC to encourage non-
British EU citizens to vote Liberal
Democrat.
Andrew campaigns for a more open
system of election to the European

Parliament and for more campaigning resources. “Every euro I get
from the public purse for information purposes is put to good use. I
have written over 50 newspaper articles this year and have spoken at
countless meetings and interviews across Europe.” But he
complains: “Unfortunately, England remains dozy when it comes to
media coverage of EU affairs. That is why our party is uniquely
important.”
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of course, the constitution. They all remain
committed to Britain’s membership of a
deeper European Union.

Andrew’s reputation on constitutional affairs has helped the
Parliament to make an historic breakthrough. “No longer
bystanders, the European Parliament is now recognised as an
essential player in the efforts to get out of the crisis caused by
the defeat of the 2004 constitutional treaty”, explains Andrew.
“My job is to salvage as much as possible from the reform
package – notably to strengthen parliamentary democracy and
the rule of law, to push for better regulation and more
streamlined decision making, and to entrench respect for
fundamental rights at the EU level. We need a Europe that can
act on the world stage.”
Andrew leads the opposition to UK government policy on
Europe. “The biggest problem remains the British Labour
government which seems amazingly intimidated by the

The  Reform treaty

nationalist Tory party and the xenophobic tabloid press. The UK is in danger of ending up as a second class member of the European
Union. This is in nobody’s best interests”, he says.

Leader
Leadership of the Lib Dem European Parliamentary Party is a challenge. “It’s great to
lead such a talented bunch of individuals”, says Andrew. “In such a big assembly one
national delegation of 12 MEPs has to work exceptionally hard to get noticed. The UK
Lib Dems are indeed noticed!”
The British Liberal Democrats are a prominent force in many fields, including foreign
affairs and security, civil and criminal law, fundamental rights, environmental policy and,

Andrew Duff’s priorities are to strengthen the European Parliament’s relationship with
national parliaments and political parties. “Rivalry between the two parliamentary levels
does not serve the citizen well”, warns Andrew. “National politics has been bad at
accepting the growing European dimension. The EU is too aloof from what happens
inside its member states.”
As Leader, Andrew is in regular contact with Ming Campbell and the party at
Westminster.


